15t Sunday in Lent — Feb 21, 2021

Treaty 4 Territory

We are privileged to gather today in Treaty 4 Territory and the traditional
homeland of the Metis.

Welcome Statement

You are welcome here, you, whose face does not resemble mine, whose spirit | may
not define,

you, whose eyes have seen, what | will never dream. You, whose frame is bent or
broken,

whose mind fears the unspoken. You are welcome here.

Regardless of your race, your age, your gender identity or expression, your marital
status, physical and mental ability, your sexual orientation, country of origin,
economic and religious status, you will be honoured here.

For Christ has made us whole and Christ has set us free. His daily grace enables us
to live in harmony.

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (WQV p. 10)

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Amen

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.

Kneel/Stand
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and
by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the

name of the Father, and of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

OPENING HYMN - 319 O Lord, throughout These Forty Days

GREETING - The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY - Let us pray. Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the
flood you saved the chosen, and in the wilderness of temptation you protected your Son
from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism. May your holy angels be with us, that the
wicked foe may have no power over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Genesis 9:8-17

¢God said to Noah and to his sons with him, *“As for me, | am establishing my covenant
with you and your descendants after you, ‘’and with every living creature that is with
you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many
as came out of the ark. **| establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all
flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to
destroy the earth.” 2God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that | make between me
and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: **I have set
my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth.
“When | bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, **I will remember
my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the
waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. **When the bow is in the
clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every
living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” ’God said to Noah, “This is the sign of
the covenant that | have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”
Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM: 25: 1-10

1To you, O LORD, | lift up my soul.

My God, | put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,

nor let my enemies triumph over me.

3Let none who look to you be put to shame;

rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.

4Show me your ways, O LORD, and teach me your paths.

SLead me in your truth and teach me,

for you are the God of my salvation; in you have | trusted all the day long.
5Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting.
‘Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;

remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness,
O LORD.

8You are gracious and upright, O LORD;

therefore you teach sinners in your way.

%You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way.

10Al your paths, O LORD, are steadfast love and faithfulness

to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.

GOSPEL: Mark 1:9-15

The Holy Gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord.
°In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. °And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart



and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. !And a voice came from heaven, “You are
my Son, the Beloved; with you | am well pleased.”

2And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. *He was in the
wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the
angels waited on him.

“Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of
God, sand saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent,
and believe in the good news.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY 613 Thy Holy Wings
CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.*
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
On this first Sunday in Lent, let us pray boldly for all in need, responding to each petition
with words echoing today’s psalm, “In you we put our trust.”

Relying on you, O God of our salvation, we pray for the church throughout the world,
that strengthened by the promises of baptism, we discern your way of truth and justice,
and reject the attractive lures of evil. Sustain those Christians who are beset with
temptations or hardship. A brief silence.

Receive our prayers, O righteous God: In you we put our trust.

Grateful for a plenteous creation, we pray that you preserve the wild beasts and keep
lands from being flooded by waters. Encourage the work of biologists, conservationists,
and science educators, that we all come to appreciate more about the wonders that you
create. A brief silence.

Receive our prayers, O creative God: In you we put our trust.



Distressed by injustice and violence, we pray for leaders who govern in our nation and
around the world, that they strive for equality and concord in all things. Visit the people
of Myanmar and Sudan and stem the might of tyrants the world over. A brief silence.

Receive our prayers, O sovereign God: In you we put our trust.

Alert to the difficulties of wintertime, we pray for all who are cold, for all the homeless,
for refugees awaiting assistance, and for all whose employment requires them to
endure brutal weather. Surround them with a community of concern. A brief silence.

Receive our prayers, O warm-hearted God: In you we put our trust.

Pained by the suffering of others, we pray for all who are sick, especially those we
name here before you: Terri, Beth, Lynne, Maureen, Paul, Michael, Dennis, and Harley.
We pray for all who have contracted COVID-19, for those who are bowed down by trials
of any kind, for those who face natural disasters, for those whose suffering is known
only to you. Comfort those who feel desolate. Give health and wholeness to all who
suffer. A brief silence.

Receive our prayers, O benevolent God: In you we put our trust.

Praying also for ourselves, we ask your Spirit to accompany us through each wilderness
that we must endure. Hear now the desires of our hearts. A longer period of silence.

Receive our prayers, O tender and mighty God: In you we put our trust.

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy,
through your beloved Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PEACE The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to
your service and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you
have made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join  their un - end - inghymn:
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness

to the land of milk and honey.

Praise to you for the words & deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup

we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life

as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us

and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.

Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.

Send us forth,

burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,

with sun and moon and stars,

we praise you, O God,

blessed and holy Trinity,

now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins



as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

COMMUNION

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray. Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those
whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen

CLOSING HYMN - | Want Jesus to Walk with Me 325

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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CONSOLATICON

Text:based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838-1898; para. Gilbert E. Doanfr., b. 1930
cm

Music: A. Davisson, Kentucky Harmony, 1816
Text @ 1978 Lutheran Beok of Worskip, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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BRED OINAVIDA VINGAR

Text: Carelina Sandel! Berg, 1832-1903, sts. 1,3; Gracia Grindal, b. 1943, st. 2; tr. composite
76760

Music: Swedish folk tune
Text © 1983 Gracia Grindal, edmin. Selah Publishing Co., Inc.




I Want Jesus to Walk with Me
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Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.
Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.
Lord, T want Je - sus to walk with me.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: African American spiritual
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